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Form 8615. Form 8615 must generally be 

used to figure the tax on your unearned 

income over $2,600 if you are under age 18, 

and in certain situations if you are older. 

You must file Form 8615 if you meet all of the 

following conditions. 

1. You had more than $2,600 of 

unearned income (such as taxable 

interest, ordinary dividends, or capital 

gains (including capital gain 

distributions)). 

2. You are required to file a tax return. 

3. You were either: 

a. Under age 18 at the end of 2024, 

b. Age 18 at the end of 2024 and 

didn't have earned income that 

was more than half of your 

support, or 
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c. A full-time student at least age 

19 but under age 24 at the end 

of 2024 and didn't have earned 

income that was more than half 

of your support. 

4. At least one of your parents was alive 

at the end of 2024. 

5. You don’t file a joint return in 2024. 

A child born on January 1, 2007, is 

considered to be age 18 at the end of 2024; a 

child born on January 1, 2006, is considered 

to be age 19 at the end of 2024; and a child 

born on January 1, 2001, is considered to be 

age 24 at the end of 2024. 

Schedule D Tax Worksheet. Use the 

Schedule D Tax Worksheet in the Instructions 

for Schedule D to figure the amount to enter 

on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 16, if: 
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• You have to file Schedule D, line 18 or 19 

of Schedule D is more than zero, and lines 

15 and 16 of Schedule D are gains; or  

• You have to file Form 4952 and you have 

an amount on line 4g, even if you don’t 

need to file Schedule D.  

But if you are filing Form 2555, you must use 

the Foreign Earned Income Tax Worksheet 

instead.  

Qualified Dividends and Capital Gain Tax 

Worksheet. Use the Qualified Div-idends  

and Capital Gain Tax Worksheet, later, to 

figure your tax if you don’t have to use the 

Schedule D Tax Worksheet and if any of the 

following applies.  

• You reported qualified dividends on Form 

1040 or 1040-SR, line 3a.  

• You don’t have to file Schedule D and you 

reported capital gain distributions on Form 

1040 or 1040-SR, line 7.  
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• You are filing Schedule D, and Schedule 

D, lines 15 and 16, are both more  

than zero.  

But if you are filing Form 2555, you must use 

the Foreign Earned Income Tax Worksheet 

instead. 

Schedule J. If you had income from farming 

or fishing (including certain amounts received 

in connection with the Exxon Valdez 

litigation), your tax may be less if you choose 

to figure it using income averaging on 

Schedule J. 

Foreign Earned Income Tax Worksheet. If 

you claimed the foreign earned income 

exclusion, housing exclusion, or housing 

deduction on Form 2555, you must figure 

your tax using the Foreign Earned Income  
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Line 19 

Child Tax Credit and Credit for Other 

Dependents 

See Schedule 8812 (Form 1040) and its 

instructions for information on figuring  

and claiming any child tax credit and  

credit for other dependents that you may 

qualify to claim. 

Form 8862, who must file. You must file 

Form 8862 to claim the child tax credit or 

credit for other dependents if your child tax 

credit (refundable or nonrefundable 

depending on the tax year), additional child 

tax credit, or credit for other dependents for a 

year after 2015 was denied or reduced for 

any reason other than a math or clerical 

error. Attach a completed Form 8862 to your 

2024 return to claim the credit for 2024.  
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Don’t file Form 8862 if you filed Form 8862 

for 2023, and the child tax credit, additional 

child tax credit, or credit for other dependents 

was allowed for that year. See Form 8862 and 

its instructions for details. 

If you claim the child tax credit or 

credit for other dependents even 

though you aren't eligible and it is 

determined that your error is due to reckless 

or intentional disregard of the rules for these 

credits, you won't be allowed to take either 

credit or the additional child tax credit for 2 

years even if you're otherwise eligible to do 

so. If you claim the child tax credit or credit 

for other dependents even though you aren’t 

eligible and it is later determined that you 

fraudulently claimed either credit, you won't 

be allowed to take either credit or the 

additional child tax credit for 10 years. You 

may also have to pay penalties. 
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If your qualifying child didn’t have an 

SSN valid for employment issued 

before the due date of your 2024 

return (including extensions), you can’t claim 

the child tax credit for that child on your 

original or amended return. However, you 

may be able to claim the credit for other 

dependents for that child. 

Payments 

Line 25 Federal Income Tax Withheld 

Line 25a—Form(s) W-2 

Add the amounts shown as federal income tax 

withheld on your Form(s) W-2. Enter the total 

on line 25a. The amount withheld should be 

shown in box 2 of Form W-2. Attach your 

Form(s) W-2 to your return. 

Line 25b—Form(s) 1099 

Include on line 25b any federal income tax 

withheld on your Form(s) 1099-R. The 

amount withheld should be shown in box 4. 
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Attach your Form(s) 1099-R to the  

front of your return if federal income tax  

was withheld. 

If you received a 2024 Form 1099 showing 

federal income tax withheld on dividends, 

taxable or tax-exempt interest income, 

unemployment compensation, social security 

benefits, railroad retirement benefits, or other 

income you received, include the amount 

withheld in the total on line 25b. This should 

be shown in box 4 of Form 1099, box 6  

of Form SSA-1099, or box 10 of  

Form RRB-1099.  

Line 25c—Other Forms 

Include on line 25c any federal income tax 

withheld on your Form(s) W-2G. The amount 

withheld should be shown in box 4. Attach 

Form(s) W-2G to the front of your return if 

federal income tax was withheld. 
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If you had Additional Medicare Tax withheld, 

include the amount shown on Form 8959, line 

24, in the total on line 25c. Attach  

Form 8959. 

Include on line 25c any federal income tax 

withheld that is shown on a Schedule K-1. 

Also include on line 25c any tax withheld that 

is shown on Form 1042-S, Form 8805, or 

Form 8288-A. To assist in processing, attach 

the form to your return to claim a credit for 

the withholding. 

Line 26 

2024 Estimated Tax Payments 

Enter any estimated federal income tax 

payments you made for 2024. Include any 

overpayment that you applied to your 2024 

estimated tax from your 2023 return or an 

amended return (Form 1040-X). 
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If you and your spouse paid joint estimated 

tax but are now filing separate income tax 

returns, you can divide the amount paid in 

any way you choose as long as you both 

agree. If you can't agree, you must divide the 

payments in proportion to each spouse's 

individual tax as shown on your separate 

returns for 2024. For more information, see 

Pub. 505. Be sure to show both SSNs in the 

space provided on the separate returns. If 

you or your spouse paid separate estimated 

tax but you are now filing a joint return, add 

the amounts you each paid. Follow these 

instructions even if your spouse died in 2024 

or in 2025 before filing a 2024 return. 

Divorced taxpayers. If you got divorced in 

2024 and you made joint estimated tax 

payments with your former spouse, enter 

your former spouse's SSN in the space 

provided on the front of Form 1040  

or 1040-SR.  
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If you were divorced and remarried in 2024, 

enter your present spouse's SSN in the space 

provided on the front of Form 1040 or 1040-

SR. Also, on the dotted line next to line 26, 

enter your former spouse's SSN, followed by 

“DIV.” 

Name change. If you changed your name 

and you made estimated tax payments using 

your former name, attach a statement to the 

front of Form 1040 or 1040-SR that explains 

all the payments you and your spouse made 

in 2024 and the name(s) and SSN(s) under 

which you made them. 

Line 27— 

Earned Income Credit (EIC) 

What Is the EIC? 

The EIC is a credit for certain people who 

work. The credit may give you a refund even 

if you don’t owe any tax or didn’t have any 

tax withheld. 
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To Take the EIC: 

• Follow the steps below. 

• Complete the worksheet that applies  

to you or let the IRS figure the credit  

for you. 

• If you have at least one child who meets 

the conditions to be your qualifying child 

for purposes of claiming the EIC, complete 

and attach Schedule EIC, even if that child 

doesn't have a valid SSN. See Schedule 

EIC for more information, including how to 

complete Schedule EIC if your qualifying 

child doesn't have a valid SSN. 

For help in determining if you are eligible for 

the EIC, go to IRS.gov/EITC and click on 

“Check if You Qualify.” This service is 

available in English and Spanish. 

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/eitc
https://www.irs.gov/eitc
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If you claim the EIC even though you 

aren't eligible and it is determined that 

your error is due to reckless or 

intentional disregard of the EIC rules, you 

won't be allowed to take the credit for 2 years 

even if you are otherwise eligible to do so. If 

you fraudulently claim the EIC, you won't be 

allowed to take the credit for 10 years. See 

Form 8862, who must file, later. You may 

also have to pay penalties. 

Refunds for returns claiming the 

earned income credit can't be issued 

before mid-February 2025. This delay 

applies to the entire refund, not just  

the portion associated with the earned  

income credit. 
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You can't take the credit for a child who didn't live with 

you for more than half the year, even if you paid most of 

the child's living expenses. The IRS may ask you for 

documents to show you lived with each qualifying child. 

Documents you might want to keep for this purpose include 

school and childcare records and other records that show your 

child's address. 

If the child didn't live with you for more than half of 

2024 because of a temporary absence, birth, death, or 

kidnapping, see Exception to time lived with you, later. 

If the child meets the conditions to be a qualifying child 

of any other person (other than your spouse, if filing a 

joint return) for 2024, see Qualifying child of more than 

one person, later. If the child was married, see Married  

child, later.  
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Definitions and Special Rules 

Adopted child. An adopted child is always 

treated as your own child. An adopted child 

includes a child lawfully placed with you for 

legal adoption. 

Church employees. Determine how much of 

the amount on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 

1a, was also reported on Schedule SE, Part I, 

line 5a. Subtract that amount from the 

amount on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 1a, 

and enter the result on line 1 of the 

worksheet in Step 5 (instead of entering the 

actual amount from Form 1040 or 1040-SR, 

line 1a). Be sure to answer “Yes” to question 

2 in Step 5. 
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Clergy. The following instructions apply to 

ministers, members of religious orders who 

have not taken a vow of poverty, and 

Christian Science practitioners. If you are 

filing Schedule SE and the amount on line 2 of 

that schedule includes an amount that was 

also reported on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 

1z, do the following. 

1. Enter “Clergy” on the dotted line next 

to line 27. 

2. Determine how much of the amount 

on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 1z, 

was also reported on Schedule SE, 

Part I, line 2. 

3. Subtract that amount from the amount 

on Form 1040 or 1040-SR, line 1z. 

Enter the result on line 1 of the 

worksheet in Step 5 (instead of 

entering the actual amount from Form 

1040 or 1040-SR, line 1z). 
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4. Be sure to answer “Yes” to question 2 

in Step 5. 

Combat pay, nontaxable. If you were a 

member of the U.S. Armed Forces who served 

in a combat zone, certain pay is excluded 

from your income. See Combat Zone 

Exclusion in Pub. 3. You can elect to include 

this pay in your earned income when figuring 

the EIC. The amount of your nontaxable 

combat pay should be shown in box 12 of 

Form(s) W-2 with code Q. If you are filing a 

joint return and both you and your spouse 

received nontaxable combat pay, you can 

each make your own election. In other words, 

if one of you makes the election, the other 

one can also make it but doesn't have to. 

If you elect to use your nontaxable 

combat pay in figuring your EIC, enter 

that amount on line 1i. 
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Credit figured by the IRS. To have the IRS 

figure your EIC: 

1. Enter “EIC” on the dotted line next to 

line 27. 

2. Be sure you enter the nontaxable 

combat pay you elect to include in 

earned income by entering that 

amount on line 1i. See Combat pay, 

nontaxable, earlier. 

3. If you have a qualifying child, 

complete and attach Schedule EIC. If 

your EIC for a year after 1996 was 

reduced or disallowed, see Form 8862, 

who must file, later. 

Exception to time lived with you. 

Temporary absences by you or the child for 

special circumstances, such as school, 

vacation, business, medical care, military 

service, or detention in a juvenile facility, 

count as time the child lived with you.  
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Also see Kidnapped child under Who Qualifies 

as Your Dependent, earlier, and Members of 

the military, later. A child is considered to 

have lived with you for more than half of 

2024 if the child was born or died in 2024 and 

your home was this child's home for more 

than half the time the child was alive in 2024 

or if you adopted the child in 2024, the child 

was lawfully placed with you for legal 

adoption by you in 2024, or the child was an 

eligible foster child placed with you during 

2024 and your main home was the child's 

main home for more than half the time since 

the child was adopted or placed with  

you in 2024. 

Form 4797 filers. If the amount on Form 

1040 or 1040-SR, line 7, includes an amount 

from Form 4797, you must use Worksheet 1 

in Pub. 596 to see if you can take the EIC. 

Otherwise, stop; you can't take the EIC. 
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Form 8862, who must file. You must file 

Form 8862 if your EIC for a year after 1996 

was reduced or disallowed for any reason 

other than a math or clerical error.  

But don’t file Form 8862 if either of the 

following applies. 

• You filed Form 8862 for another year, the 

EIC was allowed for that year, and your 

EIC hasn't been reduced or disallowed 

again for any reason other than a math or 

clerical error. 

• You are taking the EIC without a 

qualifying child and the only reason your 

EIC was reduced or disallowed in the 

other year was because it was determined 

that a child listed on Schedule EIC wasn't 

your qualifying child. 

Also, don’t file Form 8862 or take the credit 

for the: 
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• 2 years after the most recent tax year for 

which there was a final determination that 

your EIC claim was due to reckless or 

intentional disregard of the EIC rules, or 

• 10 years after the most recent tax year 

for which there was a final determination 

that your EIC claim was due to fraud. 

Foster child. A foster child is any child 

placed with you by an authorized placement 

agency or by judgment, decree, or other 

order of any court of competent jurisdiction. 

For more details on authorized placement 

agencies, see Pub. 596. 

Main home. Your main home may be your 

house, apartment, mobile home, shelter, 

temporary lodging, or other location and 

doesn't need to be the same physical location 

throughout 2024. You don't need a 

permanent address. 
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Married child. A child who was married at 

the end of 2024 is a qualifying child only if (a) 

you can claim the child as your dependent, or 

(b) you could have claimed the child as your 

dependent except for the special rule for 

Children of divorced or separated parents 

under Who Qualifies as Your  

Dependent, earlier. 

Members of the military. If you were on 

extended active duty outside the United 

States, your main home is considered to be in 

the United States during that duty period. 

Extended active duty is military duty ordered 

for an indefinite period or for a period of more 

than 90 days. Once you begin serving 

extended active duty, you are considered to 

be on extended active duty even if you don’t 

serve more than 90 days. 

Nonresident aliens. If you checked the box 

in the Filing Status section to treat a 

nonresident alien or dual-status alien spouse 

as a U.S. resident for the entire year, go to 
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Step 2. Otherwise, stop; you can't take the 

EIC. Enter “No” on the dotted line next to line 

27. See Nonresident aliens and dual-status 

aliens, earlier. 

Permanently and totally disabled. A 

person is permanently and totally disabled if, 

at any time in 2024, the person couldn't 

engage in any substantial gainful activity 

because of a physical or mental condition and 

a doctor has determined that this condition 

(a) has lasted or can be expected to last 

continuously for at least a year, or (b) can be 

expected to lead to death. 

Qualifying child of more than one person. 

Even if a child meets the conditions to be the 

qualifying child of more than one person, only 

one person can claim the child as a qualifying 

child for all of the following tax benefits, 

unless the special rule for Children of divorced 

or separated parents under Who Qualifies as 

Your Dependent, earlier, applies. 
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1. Child tax credit, credit for other 

dependents, and additional child tax 

credit (lines 19 and 28). 

2. Head of household filing status. 

3. Credit for child and dependent care 

expenses (Schedule 3, line 2). 

4. Exclusion for dependent care benefits 

(Form 2441, Part III). 

5. Earned income credit (line 27). 

No other person can take any of the five tax 

benefits just listed based on the qualifying 

child. If you and any other person can claim 

the child as a qualifying child, the following 

rules apply. For purposes of these rules, the 

term “parent” means a biological or adoptive 

parent of an individual. It doesn't include a 

stepparent or foster parent unless that person 

has adopted the individual. 
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• If only one of the persons is the child's 

parent, the child is treated as the 

qualifying child of the parent. 

• If the parents file a joint return together 

and can claim the child as a qualifying 

child, the child is treated as the qualifying 

child of the parents. 

• If the parents don’t file a joint return 

together but both parents claim the child 

as a qualifying child, the IRS will treat the 

child as the qualifying child of the parent 

with whom the child lived for the longer 

period of time in 2024. If the child lived 

with each parent for the same amount of 

time, the IRS will treat the child as the 

qualifying child of the parent who had the 

higher adjusted gross income (AGI)  

for 2024. 

• If no parent can claim the child as a 

qualifying child, the child is treated as the 

qualifying child of the person who had the 

highest AGI for 2024. 
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• If a parent can claim the child as a 

qualifying child but no parent does so 

claim the child, the child is treated as the 

qualifying child of the person who had the 

highest AGI for 2024, but only if that 

person's AGI is higher than the highest 

AGI of any parent of the child who can 

claim the child. 

If, under these rules, you can't claim a 

child as a qualifying child for the EIC, 

you may be able to claim the EIC 

under the rules for a taxpayer without a 

qualifying child. For more information, see 

Pub. 596. 

Example. Your child, Lee, meets the 

conditions to be a qualifying child for both you 

and your parent. Lee doesn't meet the 

conditions to be a qualifying child of any other 

person, including Lee’s other parent.  
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Under the rules just described, you can claim 

Lee as a qualifying child for all of the five tax 

benefits listed here for which you otherwise 

qualify. Your parent can't claim any of the five 

tax benefits listed here based on Lee. 

However, if your parent’s AGI is higher than 

yours and you don’t claim Lee as a  

qualifying child, Lee is the qualifying child  

of your parent. 

For more details and examples, see Pub. 596. 

Social security number (SSN). For the EIC, 

a valid SSN is a number issued by the Social 

Security Administration unless “Not Valid for 

Employment” is printed on the social security 

card and the number was issued solely to 

allow the recipient of the SSN to apply for or 

receive a federally funded benefit. If “Not 

Valid for Employment” is printed on the social 

security card and the cardholder’s 

immigration status has changed so that they 

are now a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, 

ask the SSA for a new social security card 
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without the legend. However, if “Valid for 

Work Only With DHS Authorization” is printed 

on your social security card, your SSN is valid 

for EIC purposes only as long as the DHS 

authorization is still valid. 

To find out how to get an SSN, see Social 

Security Number (SSN) near the beginning of 

these instructions. If you won't have an SSN 

by the date your return is due, see What if 

You Can't File on Time? 

If you didn't have an SSN issued on or before 

the due date of your 2024 return (including 

extensions), you can't claim the EIC on your 

original or an amended 2024 return. If a child 

didn't have an SSN issued on or before the 

due date of your return (including 

extensions), you can't count that child as a 

qualifying child in figuring the amount of the 

EIC on your original or an amended  

2024 return. 
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Student. A student is a child who during any 

part of 5 calendar months of 2024 was 

enrolled as a full-time student at a school or 

took a full-time, on-farm training course 

given by a school or a state, county, or local 

government agency. A school includes a 

technical, trade, or mechanical school. It 

doesn't include an on-the-job training course, 

correspondence school, or school offering 

courses only through the Internet. 

Welfare benefits, effect of credit on. Any 

refund you receive as a result of taking the 

EIC can't be counted as income when 

determining if you or anyone else is eligible 

for benefits or assistance, or how much you 

or anyone else can receive, under any federal 

program or under any state or local program 

financed in whole or in part with federal 

funds. These programs include  

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF), Medicaid,  
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Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(formerly food stamps). In addition, when 

determining eligibility, the refund can't be 

counted as a resource for at least 12 months 

after you receive it. Check with your local 

benefit coordinator to find out if your refund 

will affect your benefits. 
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Line 28 

Additional Child Tax Credit 

See Schedule 8812 (Form 1040) and its 

instructions for information on figuring and 

claiming any additional child tax credit that 

you may qualify to claim. If you are claiming 

the additional child tax credit, complete 

Schedule 8812 and attach it to your Form 

1040 or 1040-SR. 

Form 8862, who must file. You must file 

Form 8862 to claim the additional child tax 

credit if your child tax credit (refundable or 

nonrefundable depending on the tax year), 

additional child tax credit, or credit for other 

dependents for a year after 2015 was denied 

or reduced for any reason other than a math 

or clerical error. Attach a completed Form 

8862 to your 2024 return to claim the credit 

for 2024.  
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Don't file Form 8862 if you filed Form 8862 

for 2023 and the child tax credit, additional 

child tax credit, or credit for other dependents 

was allowed for that year. See Form 8862 and 

its instructions for details.  

If you claim the additional child tax 

credit even though you aren't eligible 

and it is determined that your error is 

due to reckless or intentional disregard of the 

additional child tax credit rules, you won't be 

allowed to take the child tax credit, the credit 

for other dependents, or the additional child 

tax credit for 2 years even if you’re otherwise 

eligible to do so. If you claim the additional 

child tax credit even though you aren’t 

eligible and it is later determined that you 

fraudulently claimed the credit, you won't be 

allowed to take the child tax credit, the credit 

for other dependents, or the additional child 

tax credit for 10 years. You may also have to 

pay penalties. 
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Refunds for returns claiming the 

additional child tax credit can't be 

issued before mid-February 2025. This 

delay applies to the entire refund, not just the 

portion associated with the additional child 

tax credit. 

Line 29 

American Opportunity Credit 

If you meet the requirements to claim an 

education credit (see the instructions for 

Schedule 3, line 3), enter on line 29 the 

amount, if any, from Form 8863, line 8. You 

may be able to increase an education credit 

and reduce your total tax or increase your tax 

refund if the student chooses to include all or 

part of a Pell grant or certain other 

scholarships or fellowships in income. See 

Pub. 970 and the Instructions for Form 8863 

for more information. 
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Form 8862 required. You must file Form 

8862 to claim the American opportunity credit 

if your American opportunity credit for a year 

after 2015 was denied or reduced for any 

reason other than a math or clerical error. 

Attach a completed Form 8862 to your 2024 

return to claim the credit for 2024.  

Don't file Form 8862 if you filed Form 8862 

for 2023 and the American opportunity credit 

was allowed for that year. See Form 8862 and 

its instructions for details. 

If you claim the American opportunity 

credit even though you aren't eligible 

and it is determined that your error is 

due to reckless or intentional disregard of the 

American opportunity credit rules, you won't 

be allowed to take the credit for 2 years even 

if you’re otherwise eligible to do so.  
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If you claim the American opportunity credit 

even though you aren't eligible and it is 

determined that you fraudulently claimed  

the credit, you won't be allowed to take  

the credit for 10 years. You may also have to 

pay penalties. 

Line 30 

Line 30 has been reserved for future use. 

Refund 

Line 34 

Amount Overpaid 

If line 34 is under $1, we will send a refund 

only on written request. 

Refund Offset 

If you owe past-due federal tax, state income 

tax, state unemployment compensation 

debts, child support, spousal support, or 

certain federal nontax debts, such as student 

loans, all or part of the overpayment on line 
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34 may be used (offset) to pay the past-due 

amount. Offsets for federal taxes are made by 

the IRS. All other offsets are made by the 

Treasury Department's Bureau of the Fiscal 

Service. For federal tax offsets, you will 

receive a notice from the IRS. For all other 

offsets, you will receive a notice from the 

Fiscal Service. To find out if you may have an 

offset or if you have any questions about it, 

contact the agency to which you owe  

the debt. 

Deposit Refund Into Multiple Accounts 

If you want your refund to be split and direct 

deposited into more than one account, file 

Form 8888. Use Form 8888 to direct deposit 

your refund (or part of it) to one or more 

accounts in your name at a bank or other 

financial institution (such as a mutual fund, 

brokerage firm, or credit union) in the  

United States. 
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Injured Spouse 

If you file a joint return and your spouse 

hasn’t paid past-due federal tax, state income 

tax, state unemployment compensation 

debts, child support, spousal support, or a 

federal nontax debt, such as a student loan, 

part or all of the overpayment on line 34 may 

be used (offset) to pay the past-due amount. 

But your part of the overpayment may be 

refunded to you if certain conditions apply 

and you complete Form 8379. For details,  

see Form 8379. 

Lines 35a Through 35d 

Amount Refunded to You 

If you want to check the status of your  

refund, just use the IRS2Go app or go to 

IRS.gov/Refunds. See Refund Information, 

later. Information about your refund will 

generally be available within 24 hours after 

the IRS receives your e-filed return, or 4 

weeks after you mail your paper return.  

https://www.irs.gov/refunds
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If you filed Form 8379 with your return,  

wait 14 weeks (11 weeks if you filed 

electronically).  

Have your 2024 tax return handy so you can 

enter your social security number, your filing 

status, and the exact whole dollar amount of 

your refund. 

Where's My Refund will provide a personalized 

refund date as soon as the IRS processes 

your tax return and approves your refund. 

Claiming a refund for a deceased 

taxpayer. If you are filing a joint return with 

your deceased spouse, you only need to file 

the tax return to claim the refund. If you are 

a court-appointed representative, file the 

return and include a copy of the certificate 

that shows your appointment. All other filers 

requesting the deceased taxpayer's refund 

must file the return and attach Form 1310. 
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Effect of refund on benefits. Any refund 

you receive can't be counted as income when 

determining if you or anyone else is eligible 

for benefits or assistance, or how much you 

or anyone else can receive, under any federal 

program or under any state or local program 

financed in whole or in part with federal 

funds. These programs include Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 

Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income 

(SSI), and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (formerly food stamps). In addition, 

when determining eligibility, the refund can't 

be counted as a resource for at least 12 

months after you receive it. Check with your 

local benefit coordinator to find out if your 

refund will affect your benefits. 

 

Fast Refunds! Join the eight in 10 taxpayers 

who choose direct deposit—a fast, simple, 

safe, secure way to have your refund 
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deposited automatically to your checking or 

savings account, including an individual 

retirement arrangement (IRA). See the 

information about IRAs, later. 

If you want us to directly deposit the amount 

shown on line 35a to your checking, savings, 

health savings, brokerage or other similar 

account, including an IRA, at a bank or other 

financial institution (such as a mutual fund, 

brokerage firm, or credit union) in the United 

States: 

• Complete lines 35b through 35d (if you 

want your refund deposited to only one 

account), or 

• Check the box on line 35a and attach 

Form 8888 if you want to split the direct 

deposit of your refund into more than  

one account. 
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If you don’t want your refund directly 

deposited to your account, don’t check the 

box on line 35a. Draw a line through the 

boxes on lines 35b and 35d. We will send you 

a check instead. 

Account must be in your name. Don’t 

request a deposit of your refund to an 

account that isn't in your name, such as your 

tax return preparer’s account. Although you 

may owe your tax return preparer a fee for 

preparing your return, don’t have any part of 

your refund deposited into the preparer's 

account to pay the fee. 

The number of refunds that can be directly 

deposited to a single account or prepaid debit 

card is limited to three a year. After this limit 

is reached, paper checks will be sent instead. 

Learn more at IRS.gov/DepositLimit. 

Why Use Direct Deposit?  

• You get your refund faster by direct 

deposit than you do by check. 

https://www.irs.gov/depositlimit
https://www.irs.gov/depositlimit
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• Payment is more secure. There is no 

check that can get lost or stolen. 

• It is more convenient. You don’t have to 

make a trip to the bank to deposit  

your check. 

• It saves tax dollars. It costs the 

government less to refund by  

direct deposit. 

• It's proven itself. Nearly 98% of social 

security and veterans' benefits are sent 

electronically using direct deposit. 

If you file a joint return and check the 

box on line 35a and attach Form 8888 

or fill in lines 35b through 35d, your 

spouse may get at least part of the refund. 

IRA. You can have your refund (or part of it) 

directly deposited to a traditional IRA or Roth 

IRA, but not a SIMPLE IRA. You must 

establish the IRA at a bank or other financial 

institution before you request direct deposit.  
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Make sure your direct deposit will be 

accepted. You must also notify the trustee or 

custodian of your account of the year to 

which the deposit is to be applied (unless the 

trustee or custodian won't accept a deposit 

for 2024). If you don’t, the trustee or 

custodian can assume the deposit is for the 

year during which you are filing the return. 

For example, if you file your 2024 return 

during 2025 and don’t notify the trustee or 

custodian in advance, the trustee or custodian 

can assume the deposit to your IRA is for 

2025. If you designate your deposit to be for 

2024, you must verify that the deposit was 

actually made to the account by the due date 

of the return (not counting extensions). If the 

deposit isn't made by that date, the deposit 

isn't an IRA contribution for 2024. In that 

case, you must file an amended 2024 return 

and reduce any IRA deduction and any 

retirement savings contributions credit  

you claimed. 
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You and your spouse, if filing jointly, 

each may be able to contribute up to 

$7,000 ($8,000 if age 50 or older at 

the end of 2024) to a traditional IRA or Roth 

IRA for 2024. You may owe an additional tax 

if your contributions exceed these limits, and 

the limits may be lower depending on your 

compensation and income. For more 

information on IRA contributions,  

see Pub. 590-A. 

For more information on IRAs, see Pub. 590-A 

and Pub. 590-B. 

Form 8888. You can have your refund 

directly deposited into more than one 

account. For more information, see the Form 

8888 instructions. 

Your refund can be split and directly 

deposited into up to three different 

accounts in your name on Form 8888. 
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Line 35b 

The routing number must be nine digits. The 

first two digits must be 01 through 12 or 21 

through 32. On the sample check shown 

later, the routing number is 250250025. C. 

and M. Keys would use that routing number 

unless their financial institution instructed 

them to use a different routing number for 

direct deposits. 

Ask your financial institution for the correct 

routing number to enter on line 35b if: 

• The routing number on a deposit slip is 

different from the routing number on  

your checks, 

• Your deposit is to a savings account that 

doesn't allow you to write checks, or 

• Your checks state they are payable 

through a financial institution different 

from the one at which you have your 

checking account. 
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Line 35c 

Check the appropriate box for the type of 

account. Don’t check more than one box. If 

the deposit is to an account such as an IRA, 

health savings account, brokerage account, or 

other similar account, ask your financial 

institution whether you should check the 

“Checking” or “Savings” box. You must  

check the correct box to ensure your deposit 

is accepted. 

Line 35d 

The account number can be up to 17 

characters (both numbers and letters). 

Include hyphens but omit spaces and special 

symbols. Enter the number from left to right 

and leave any unused boxes blank. On the 

sample check shown later, the account 

number is 20202086. Don’t include the  

check number. 
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If the direct deposit to your account(s) is 

different from the amount you expected, you 

will receive an explanation in the mail about 2 

weeks after your refund is deposited. 

Reasons Your Direct Deposit Request 

Will Be Rejected 

If any of the following apply, your direct 

deposit request will be rejected and a check 

will be sent instead. 

• You are asking to have a joint refund 

deposited to an individual account, and 

your financial institution(s) won't allow 

this. The IRS isn't responsible if a financial 

institution rejects a direct deposit. 

• The name on your account doesn't match 

the name on the refund, and your 

financial institution(s) won't allow a refund 

to be deposited unless the name on the 

refund matches the name on the account. 
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• Three direct deposits of tax refunds 

already have been made to the same 

account or prepaid debit card. 

• You haven't given a valid account number. 

• Any numbers or letters on lines 35b 

through 35d are crossed out or  

whited out. 
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